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Community Area Snapshot
SOUTH DEERING (Community Area #51)
South Deering's development rested on industrial. Following improvements by the U.S. government and the Calumet Canal & 
Dock Co., the area was then settled in the 1870s by workers from England, Wales, and Ireland who were attracted by the jobs 
in nearby factories. The industrial community once marked by mills is now home to other industrial/transportation users.
x
Demographic Information
• Total Population: 14,105
• Total Households: 5,311
• Median Income: $30,128
• Median Age: 35.9
• Race and Ethnicity:

2

• White – 5.0%
• Hispanic or Latino – 31.0%
• Black – 63.7%

• Asian – 0.0%
• Other – 0.4%

• Single-Family Residential – 6.0%
• Multi-Family Residential – 0.9%
• Commercial – 0.9%
• Industrial – 9.3%
• Institutional – 0.5%

• Mixed Use – 8.1%
• Transportation/Other – 65.1%
• Open Space – 8.8%
• Vacant – 8.4%

Land Use in South Deering

Source: Bensman, David (2004). "South Deering". Electronic Encyclopedia of Chicago. Chicago Historical Society. Retrieved April 13, 2023.
Source: CMAP Community Data Snapshot, South Deering, July 2022 Release



SITE

ZONING MAP



PLANNING DOCUMENTS  RELATED TO SITE
• Calumet Land Use Plan

Published February 2002

• The land use plan examines the history of the area, its landscape and waterways, 
transportation assets, potential for recreation and opportunities for economic growth 
while protecting the natural environment.

Planning Context



PLANNING DOCUMENTS  RELATED TO SITE
• Calumet Design Guidelines

Published February 2004

• These guidelines provide background information on soils, hydrology and ecology, 
and gives guidance as to how design guidelines are implemented.

• Guidelines include:
• Environmental factors
• Soil design considerations
• Stormwater management
• Roadway design
• Property design
• Specifications
• Management and maintenance

Planning Context



PLANNING DOCUMENTS  RELATED TO SITE
• Chicago Sustainable Industries

Published November 2013

• The Chicago Sustainable Industries plan places the subject property in the Calumet 
Industrial Corridor

Planning Context



LOCATION ALONG CALUMET RIVER

Calumet River Fleeting
Proposed PD

Arro Corporation

Chicago Rail and Port

Beelman River Transport

ELG Metals

Mt. Carmel
Stabilization Group

Skyway Cement Company

Foodliner



EXISTING SITE PHOTOS



EXISTING SITE PHOTOS



Project Timeline
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• January 2022: Commence 10th Ward review process
• January 2022: Intake with DPD
• December 2022: Ordinance introduced
• April 2023: Full presentation to the River Ecology and Governance Task Force
• April 2023: Plan Commission



PRIOR SITE PHOTO

Before Improvements on Site



CURRENT SITE PHOTO

After Improvements on Site







SITE + GROUND FLOOR PLAN



SITE + GROUND FLOOR PLAN



LANDSCAPE PLAN



AERIAL RENDERING LOOKING NORTHEAST



Sustainability
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• The proposed planned development will meet or exceed the twenty-five 
points required under the Sustainable Development Policy.



Public Benefits
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• Retention of sixteen jobs
• Retention of a longtime local business



CATALYZE 

10
VIBRANT NEIGHBORHOODS 

ON THE SOUTH 
AND WEST SIDES

(Pullman & West Pullman)
21

DPD Recommendations
The proposed development is in compliance with the Planned Development Standards and 
Guidelines (17-8-0900 & 17-13-0609-A);

• Ensure adequate public review of major development proposals (17-8-0101). This project has been 
reviewed but the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities, the Chicago Department of Transportation, 
the Chicago Fire Department, and the Department of Planning and Development.

• Encourages unified planning and development (17-8-0102). The proposal will not adversely affect 
nearby developments and is compatible with its base zoning district PMD #6 (Planned Manufacturing 
District 6 – Lake Calumet).

• Promotes economically beneficial development patterns that are compatible with the character of 
existing neighborhoods (17-8-0103). The proposal is in line with existing development patterns in the 
immediate Calumet Industrial Corridor area, which is predominately industrial.
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